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FFOORREEWWOORRDD

2009 was obviously the Darwin Year. Around the world, a myriad of conferences,
symposia, congresses and other events celebrated the double date of 200 years from
Darwin’s birth and 150 years from the publication of the first edition of the Origin.
Islands are widely recognized as key habitats in the development of first evolutionary
ideas of Charles Darwin, as well as important sites for present day studies on Evolution.
For this reason, we decided to organize an International Symposium of Islands and
Evolution in an island, Menorca (Balearic Islands, Spain) within the Mediterranean
basin. Our objective was to celebrate Darwin’s dates with a multidisciplinary meeting,
selecting a group of first class plenary lecturers and a wide representation of present
day research on insular ecosystems. We tried to include historical views of evolutionary
theories in relation to islands, as well as reviews of present day knowledge of different
topics, from fossil record and insular Biogeography to adaptive radiation in islands
and the evolution of plant-animal interactions. We are glad to present here the results
of this International Symposium on Islands and Evolution that was held during
September 2009 in Maó, Menorca. The Symposium was a part of the events sponsored
by 2009:Any Darwin a les Illes Balears (Govern de les Illes Balears and Universitat de
les Illes Balears) and supported by the following institutions (in alphabetical order):
Ajuntament d’Alaior, Ajuntament de Maó, Club Náutico de Maó, Consell Insular de
Menorca, Conselleria d’Innovació i Energia del Govern Balear, Institut d’Estudis
Catalans, Institut Menorquí d’Estudis, Ministerio de Educación y Cultura and Museu de
Menorca, Obra Social Sa Nostra, Caixa de Balears.

All submitted manuscripts were subjected to a review process. We acknowledge the
competent task of the following reviewers: R.P. Brown (Liverpool, United Kingdom), José
A. Castro (Palma, Spain), V. Pérez-Mellado (Salamanca, Spain), Antònia Picornell
(Palma, Spain) and B. Terrassa (Palma, Spain).

Salamanca and Palma, September, 2010
Valentín Pérez-Mellado and Mª M. Ramon, Editors
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